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Brooke Johnson takes flight with Fitchburg women’s lax
Billerica native and Shawsheen Valley Tech grad enjoying breakout season with Falcon’s Lax team

Brooke Johnson is going for broke at Fitchburg State. The Billerica native is enjoying a breakout season with the 
Falcon’s women’s lacrosse team.

After enduring a bumpy start to the season, Fitchburg State (4-4) has steadied the ship with a pair of back-to-back 
victories, culminating with a 21-7 blowout over Regis, March 25, putting the Falcons back at the .500 mark. And 
with a marquee matchup against Mass Maritime looming on the horizon, the team appears in midseason form.

“It’s been going well,” said Johnson. “We got off to a rocky start in our first game against Smith (a 17-6 loss, Feb. 
26), just learning how to play off each other, seeing everyone’s different styles. Our main goal was just to get to 
know each other.”

According to Johnson, the team came into its own during a pivotal 16-12 win over Mass-Dartmouth, March 22.

“We definitely found our groove there,” said Johnson, 20. “The big thing coming off these past couple of games is 
learning how to win, figuring out how everyone plays and just trying to be an even better team.”
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SPORTS 

Billerica native and Fitchburg State junior women’s lacrosse player Brooke Johnson, left, is enjoying a breakout season 
with the Falcon’s this spring. The Shawsheen Valley Tech graduate has 15 goals and 16 points in her team’s first eight 
games, doubling her point totals of her last two seasons combined. (Courtesy photo/ Fitchburg State Athletics)
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Billerica native and Fitchburg State junior women’s lacrosse player Brooke Johnson, center, is enjoying a breakout 
season with the Falcon’s this spring. The Shawsheen Valley Tech graduate has 15 goals and 16 points in her team’s first 
eight games, doubling her point totals of her last two seasons combined. (Courtesy photo/ Fitchburg State Athletics)

An exercise and sports science major, Johnson opened the season strong during a three-game road trip scoring 
seven points, including her first of two collegiate hat tricks, a four-point effort in a crucial 14-9 win at Rivier, March 3.

Johnson is currently posting career best numbers with the Green and Gold. The Shawsheen Valley Tech grad has 
netted 15 goals and 16 points in her team’s first eight games, doubling her point totals of her last two seasons 
combined. The 5-foot-8 junior attack/midfielder has scored nine goals over her last four games, including a pair 
in the route over Regis, March 25.

She attributes her success to the talented crew she shares the field with.

“Honestly, I think it’s just knowing my teammates, and trusting them with how I want to play,” said Johnson. “We 
really didn’t have that in the past. Just being confident in what people can do and knowing that they will finish out 
plays, like getting a good stop on defense and knowing that they’ll give you a good pass. I think it all comes down 
to just trusting each other.

“We’ve had a great offense this year,” she added. “Freshman year we only played four games and got cut short 
because of Covid. So, we really didn’t have that chance to shine, even last year we only played conference games.”

Listed as both an attack and midfielder on her team’s roster, Johnson has thrived in her dual capacity.

“I see myself as more of an attacker, especially this year,” Johnson said. “I originally joined the team as a 
defenseman and coach moved me around, but I feel that I’m more of an attacker now.”
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According to teammate Alexis Raymond, Johnson has generated an impressive net-front presence.

“Brooke’s amazing on draws,” said Raymond. “You know when she’s right in front of the net, if you pass it to her, 
she’ll get it in. It’s awesome to watch both in practice and in games.”

Born and raised in Billerica, Johnson was a multi-sport athlete at Shawsheen Tech and regular on the softball 
diamond. After playing her freshman season, however, she elected to try her hand at a brand-new sport as a way 
to stay in shape for the upcoming volleyball and basketball seasons.

“To keep up my cardio I decided to play lacrosse, and I fell in love with it,” said Johnson. “It was just a different 
sport that I really never played before. I’ve always been interested in it, playing on the football field, but it was 
always softball for me (before that).”

Johnson helped anchor a highly successful Rams squad, what won the Voke championship three years in a row.

“We were pretty successful over there,” Johnson said.

Her spirited play soon caught the attention of several college recruiters, including Fitchburg State Head Coach 
Rick Terrio. The longtime NCAA coach liked what he saw, making Johnson an offer she couldn’t refuse before 
graduating in 2019.

“I was blown away,” said Johnson. “I originally was just playing this sport up to keep my cardio up for my other 
sports. I never thought in my life that I would be playing at the college level.”

Now a fixture on the Fitchburg attack, Johnson is focused helping her team take it to the next level. They Falcon’s 
play host to Castleton on Tuesday, March 29, before gearing up for another marquee match-up Saturday, April 1.

“Our upcoming game against the Mass Maritime (April 1) is really going to be a tough,” said Johnson. “But I think 
if we really keep up our hard work and keep up that mentality of learning how to win, we should do pretty well in 
these next few games. We just want to keep the winning streak going. We can do that if we just keep playing the 
way we can.”

And with Brooke Johnson leading the charge, anything is possible.
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Ms. McGinness sees the library as a safe space for students to be themselves and explore

Shawsheen Librarian Katie McGinness receives 
2022 Audrey Friend Scholarship

BILLERICA – The Massachusetts School Library Association (MSLA) awarded Shawsheen Tech Librarian Ka-
tie McGinness the 2022 Audrey Friend Scholarship during their annual conference last weekend.

The award was presented to Katie during the MSLA Annual Conference on March 26. The scholarship, named 
after a long-time member of both the Massachusetts School Library Association and the Massachusetts Library 
Association, is presented annually to “an applicant who is currently enrolled in an academic program to earn the 
degree or certification necessary to become a library teacher.”

“I didn’t know my dream job would be a Librarian when accepting a math aide position at Shawsheen a few 
years ago” Katie said. “I have always loved reading, so it was inevitable that during my time as an aide I would 
find my way to the library. It was there that I met the soon-to-retire Librarian Tricia Healey, who shared about 
the school librarian role.”

Shawsheen Tech Librarian Katie McGinness was 
awarded the 2022 Audrey Friend Scholarship by 
the Massachusetts School Library Association
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Katie McGinness is in her second year as Librarian for Shawsheen Valley Technical High School, after two 
years of mentorship from recently retired successor Healey. “Tricia’s mentorship was critical for me to attain this 
position, but more importantly, she instilled in me the importance this role plays in school culture and student 
success.”

In her short time as Librarian, Katie started the literacy initiative “Walk a Mile in Someone Else’s Shoes” to en-
courage students to read about people different from themselves, while promoting students to read more.  This 
effort resonates with Katie’s vision for the library, in being a safe space for students to be themselves and explore.  
Katie believes “the most important job a school librarian has, is being a safe and reliable adult for students.” 

Katie has a bachelors degree in English from the University of Massachusetts Lowell and joined Shawsheen in 
2018. She is enrolled at Salem State University, and is expected to graduate with a Masters in Education (Library 
Media) in Fall 2022.

The Massachusetts School Library Association works to ensure every school has a school library program that is 
fully integrated at all grade levels across the curriculum and has a significant and measurable impact on student 
achievement.

The MSLA Awards Committee, Wendy Garland, Ingrid Mayyasi, and Patricia Fontes, are proud to present Katie 
McGinness the Audrey Friend Scholarship for 2022, and they congratulates Katie on all she’s done and plans to 
do as the Librarian at Shawsheen Valley Technical High School.

About Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational School District
 

Established in 1965, Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical School District (SVRVTSD) is a stu-
dent-centered public institution serving the five member towns of Billerica, Bedford, Burlington, Tewksbury, 
and Wilmington.  Shawsheen Valley Technical High School serves more than 1,300 students in grades 9-12 and 
is “Dedicated to Excellence in Education”, integrating academics with more than 20-vocational-technical career 
pathways.

Shawsheen is located in Billerica, MA on a sprawling 100-acre campus.  The school building features state-of-
the-art facilities and athletic fields, twenty-four varsity sports, and dozens of extra-curricular clubs and activities.  
All of Shawsheen’s faculty and staff are committed to the mission “to provide a positive learning experience in a 
safe educational environment that encourages all students to reach their full potential, emphasizes the value of a 
strong work ethic, and prepares them for adult life in a competitive world.” 

Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical School District also provides high-quality educational program-
ming for youths and adults through Adult Education, Afterschool Exploratory Programs, Community Events, and 
Summer Camps and Enrichment Programs. Shawsheen is consistently working to increase its rich and varied 
programming opportunities for the community, which supports its mission that education is a lifelong, continuous 
process with many paths to living a successful and fulfilling life.
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Shawsheen Tech librarian awarded 
Audrey Friend Scholarship

The Massachusetts School Library Association (MSLA) awarded Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical 
High School Librarian Katie McGinness the 2022 Audrey Friend Scholarship during their annual conference last 
weekend.

The award was presented to McGinness during the MSLA Annual Conference on Saturday, March 26.

Submitted to the Billerica Minuteman Allison Cammarata
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The scholarship, named after a long-time member of both the Massachusetts 
School Library Association and the Massachusetts Library Association, 
is presented annually to, “...an applicant who is currently enrolled in an 
academic program to earn the degree or certification necessary to become 
a library teacher.”

“I didn’t know my dream job would be a librarian when accepting a math 
aide position at Shawsheen a few years ago,” McGinness said. “I have 
always loved reading, so it was inevitable that during my time as an aide I 
would find my way to the library. It was there that I met the soon-to-retire 
Librarian Tricia Healey, who shared about the school librarian role.”

McGinness is in her second year as the librarian for Shawsheen Valley 
Technical High School, after two years of mentorship from recently retired 
successor Healey.

“Tricia’s mentorship was critical for me to attain this position, but more 
importantly, she instilled in me the importance this role plays in school Shawsheen Valley Technical High School Librarian 

Katie McGinness [Courtesy Photo]
culture and student success,” McGinness said.

McGinness has started the literacy initiative, “Walk a Mile in Someone Else’s Shoes” to encourage students to read 
about people different from themselves, while promoting students to read more. This effort resonates with her 
vision for the library, as being a safe space for students to be themselves and explore.

She believes, “...the most important job a school librarian has, is being a safe and reliable adult for students.”

McGinness has a bachelor’s degree in English from the University of Massachusetts Lowell and joined the Shaw-
sheen staff in 2018. She is enrolled at Salem State University and is expected to graduate with a Masters’s in Edu-
cation (Library Media) in the fall of 2022.
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Shawsheen Tech announces first semester Seniors of 
the Month

BILLERICA — The Senior of the Month program at Shawsheen Valley Technical High School has resumed after 
being sidelined due to the pandemic.

The initiative has been a tradition at Shawsheen for many years and has been a positive and rewarding program 
for seniors. The program enables faculty to honor students during their senior year. From the monthly winners, 
one senior will be selected as the Senior of the Year, which includes a scholarship sponsored by the Billerica 
Lodge of Elks.

The Senior of the Month program selects one male and one female senior student every month based on a variety 
of criteria. Criteria includes evaluation of character, leadership, citizenship, service to school and community, 
scholastic achievement and vocational competencies. Students are recognized for their accomplishments to 
their class as well as Shawsheen Tech, and are chosen with optimism that they will be outstanding alumni and 
members to the community after graduation.

The seniors selected during the fall semester are as follows:
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LOCAL NEWS

Shawsheen Tech’s Seniors of the Month for the first semester of the 2021-2022 year. From left, Kevin Stevens, Kasey 
McFadden, Victor Lam, Gabriela Ortiz, John Zembeck, Lee Singer, Connor Halko and Devin Sweeney. (Photo Courtesy: 
Allison Cammarata)
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October

Kevin Stevens is an electrical student from Wilmington. Kevin is in Honor Society and has competed on behalf of 
Shawsheen in SkillsUSA competitions.  He is on the soccer, swimming, and track teams.  Kevin is an orientation 
leader at Shawsheen, a youth group leader, and is an Eagle Scout candidate. Kevin participates in the cooperative 
education program and is placed at Comeau Electric. Upon graduation he plans to continue his education through 
post-secondary programming to become a master electrician.

Kasey McFadden is a Tewksbury resident and studies Medical Assisting at Shawsheen. Kasey is in Honor Society 
and has held class office all four years; she is currently serving as Class President. Kasey has been a 4-year varsity 
athlete for lacrosse, volleyball and swimming, and she is actively involved in her community. Kasey qualified for 
Shawsheen’s cooperative education program and is placed at RIM Associates. She plans to attend college to 
pursue a career in nursing after graduation.

November

Victor Lam, of Burlington, studies Office Technology and Marketing and participates in the cooperative education 
program with placement at Tonneson & Company. Victor is in Honor Society and runs in both cross country and 
track. He participates in many school activities and has worked for the Billerica Food Pantry. After graduation, 
Victor plans to attend college to study data analytics.

Gabriela Ortiz is a resident of Tewksbury and is in the Dental Assisting program. Gabriella is in Honor Society 
and has held class office for four years. She is a tri-sport athlete who plays soccer, volleyball and lacrosse, and is 
Shawsheen’s first National SkillsUSA medalist to place in Dental Assisting (2021). Gabriella works for The Perico 
Group as part of Shawsheen’s cooperative education program, and she plans to continue her education at a 
university to pursue biology of dental hygiene.

December

John Zembeck is a Culinary student from Burlington. He is in Honor Society and has been a competitor in SkillsUSA 
for three years. John runs cross country, is on the swim team and plays tennis. As a cooperative education 
qualifier, he continues his education bi-weekly at Benchmark Senior Living. John plans to continue to work for 
Benchmark after he graduates and continue in the field of culinary arts and hospitality management.

Lee Singer is a Burlington resident in the Medical Assisting program. Lee has held class office for four years, is 
in National Honor Society and has volunteered for Relay for Life and Special Olympics. Lee is a tri-sport athlete 
who plays volleyball, swimming and lacrosse. She currently works for Countryside Vet Hospital as part of the 
cooperative education program. After graduation, Lee will attend college to pursue nursing.

January

Connor Halko is a resident of Billerica and is in the Graphics Communications program. Connor was instrumental 
in the graphic design work for the fall 2021 project “Fenway at Shawsheen,” and was featured on NBC10 Boston 
for his work. Connor is a polite, hardworking student, and is a top achiever in his vocational program. Connor 
plans continue in a career as a graphic designer after graduation.

Devin Sweeney is a medical assisting student who resides in Burlington. She has held class office for four years, 
is in Honor Society and has volunteered for the Lowell Homeless Shelter, Relay for Life and Baystate Marathon. 
Devin has competed in SkillsUSA, and is on the cross country, lacrosse and volleyball teams. She participates in 
the cooperative education program with placement at RIM Associates, and plans to attend college for exercise 
science/physical therapy after graduation.
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Students who placed will be moving onto the State competition

Shawsheen Students win 71 medals at SkillsUSA Districts
BILLERICA – Students from Shawsheen Valley Vocational Technical High School swept the SkillsUSA District competition 
earning 71 medals from the event; 28 gold, 26 silver, and 17 bronze.

Shawsheen’s SkillsUSA chapter was one of seven schools taking part in the District IV regional competition held on March 
17.  The competition included 1023 students from Shawsheen, Greater Lowell Tech, Greater Lawrence Tech, Nashoba Tech, 
and Essex Tech; 155 of those students were from Shawsheen.  

SkillsUSA Districts is the qualifying event for students to compete at the state competition. The district competition consists 
of three exams in a technical area: a written SkillsUSA Employment Skills test, a written trade knowledge test, and a written 
safety test.

Shawsheen had students compete in 55 out of the 89 technical occupational categories offered. Examples of technical areas 
include Medical Math, Automotive Refinishing, Computer Programming, CNC Turning, Power Equipment Tech, Masonry, 
Carpentry, and Plumbing.

Three students were interviewed about their experience at the competition. 

Brooke Haley, a Tewksbury resident in Cosmetology, competed in esthetics and earned a gold medal. This achievement 
earned her a seat at the states in April. Haley said, “I’m excited but very nervous for states. The Cosmetology program 
covers hair, skin, and nails, but most of our time is spent on hair. This means I have to make time to practice esthetics and 

Shawsheen’s SkillsUSA Leadership Team pose for a picture while setting up 
for Districts. (Back L-R) Katrina Raymond, Giana Manoloulis, Zoey Hemeon, 
Isabella Luis, Paige Spurr, Toby Lage, Rebecca Langone, Paige Lipski, Madison 
Bastarche. (Front L-R) Grace Steinmetz, Joan Dickie, Erica Spurr.
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makeup artistry on my own.” Brooke is up for the challenge and plans to work with her teachers to ensure her home studies 
are efficient and productive. “I’m sure I will be ready to compete at states on competition day, but until then, there will never 
be enough time in the day to study and practice.”

Health Assisting student Michaela Vittum, a Burlington resident, competed in the Nurse Assisting competition and earned a 
silver medal. “I’m happy with the silver medal because it means I get to move onto the state competition,” Michaela said. “It 
will be an advantage for me to see what states is like as a junior, so that if I don’t place this year, I can build on my experience 
next year.”

Bronze medalist Brian Vitale, a Drafting student from Bedford, competed in Technical Drafting and said, “Districts is fun, 
but it is challenging to study for.” Vitale explained, “You have to prioritize all your other work so that you have time to study 
your skills for the competition.”

“It takes a lot of preparation, commitment, and practical training for students to be eligible to compete at Districts,” said 
Assistant SkillsUSA Advisor Karen Meister. “With such a high number of students placing at the competition, it is certainly 
something we are proud of.”

SkillsUSA is a national organization serving high school and college students enrolled in technical, skilled, and service 
training programs. The organization prepares quality education experiences for students in leadership, teamwork, citizenship, 
and character development. SkillsUSA also includes competitions in which students demonstrate occupational and technical 
skills, which is an opportunity most vocational schools take part in.

“I am proud of our students for all their effort and commitment to the chapter,” said SkillsUSA Advisor Heidi Lloyd, 
“Shawsheen has a reputation of placing well at these competitions, so students feel the pressure to maintain that status. 
Regardless of the overall number, each medal is an accolade we hold in high regard.”

 Shawsheen students who placed at Districts will continue to refine their skills and prepare for the SkillsUSA State 
Competition.  The state competition is held in Marlboro, and generally hosts 1500 students from over 65 public schools in 
the commonwealth.

Shawsheen Students win two SkillsUSA contests 

Earlier in the year, SkillsUSA sponsored a contest for a t-shirt design and pin design for the SkillsUSA national competition. 
Two Shawsheen students placed in the contest. Ava Rega, a sophomore in DVC from Wilmington, won the bronze medal in 
the national t-shirt contest and Leslie Cota, a junior from Billerica in the graphic communications program, earned the silver 
medal in the national pin contest.  Ava and Leslie were the first two medalists for Shawsheen for the 2021-2022 schoolyear, 
and were honored for their initiative and success.

Ava Rega of Wilmington (left) and Leslie Cota of Billerica (right), stand with 
Superintendent Jackson after earning medals from a SkillsUSA contest.
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Shawsheen Tech Students Win 71 Medals At 
SkillsUSA Districts
BILLERICA, MA — Students from Shawsheen Valley Vocational Technical High School swept the SkillsUSA District 
competition earning 71 medals from the event; 28 gold, 26 silver, and 17 bronze.

Shawsheen’s SkillsUSA chapter was one of seven schools taking part in the District IV regional competition held on March 17.  
The competition included 1023 students from Shawsheen, Greater Lowell Tech, Greater Lawrence Tech, Nashoba Tech, and 
Essex Tech; 155 of those students were from Shawsheen.  

SkillsUSA Districts is the qualifying event for students to compete at the state competition. The district competition consists 
of three exams in a technical area: a written SkillsUSA Employment Skills test, a written trade knowledge test, and a written 
safety test.

Shawsheen had students compete in 55 out of the 89 technical occupational categories offered. Examples of technical areas 
include Medical Math, Automotive Refinishing, Computer Programming, CNC Turning, Power Equipment Tech, Masonry, 
Carpentry, and Plumbing.
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Shawsheen’s SkillsUSA Leadership Team pose for a picture while setting up 
for Districts. (Back L-R) Katrina Raymond, Giana Manoloulis, Zoey Hemeon, 
Isabella Luis, Paige Spurr, Toby Lage, Rebecca Langone, Paige Lipski, Madison 
Bastarche. (Front L-R) Grace Steinmetz, Joan Dickie, Erica Spurr.

Three students were interviewed about their experience at the competition. 

Brooke Haley, a Tewksbury resident in Cosmetology, competed in esthetics and earned a gold medal. This achievement 
earned her a seat at the states in April.
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“I’m excited but very nervous for states. The Cosmetology program covers hair, skin, and nails, but most of our time is spent 
on hair. This means I have to make time to practice esthetics and makeup artistry on my own,” said Brooke, who is up for the 
challenge and plans to work with her teachers to ensure her home studies are efficient and productive. “I’m sure I will be ready 
to compete at states on competition day, but until then, there will never be enough time in the day to study and practice.”

Students test during SkillsUSA Districts at Shawsheen Tech on March 17.

Health Assisting student Michaela Vittum, a Burlington resident, competed in the Nurse Assisting competition and earned 
a silver medal.

“I’m happy with the silver medal because it means I get to move onto the state competition,” Michaela said. “It will be an 
advantage for me to see what states is like as a junior, so that if I don’t place this year, I can build on my experience next year.”

Bronze medalist Brian Vitale, a Drafting student from Bedford, competed in Technical Drafting.

“Districts is fun, but it is challenging to study for,” said Vitale. “You have to prioritize all your other work so that you have time 
to study your skills for the competition.”

“It takes a lot of preparation, commitment, and practical training for students to be eligible to compete at Districts,” said 
Assistant SkillsUSA Advisor Karen Meister. “With such a high number of students placing at the competition, it is certainly 
something we are proud of.”

SkillsUSA is a national organization serving high school and college students enrolled in technical, skilled, and service 
training programs. The organization prepares quality education experiences for students in leadership, teamwork, citizenship, 
and character development. SkillsUSA also includes competitions in which students demonstrate occupational and technical 
skills, which is an opportunity most vocational schools take part in.

“I am proud of our students for all their effort and commitment to the chapter,” said SkillsUSA Advisor Heidi Lloyd. “Shawsheen 
has a reputation of placing well at these competitions, so students feel the pressure to maintain that status. Regardless of the 
overall number, each medal is an accolade we hold in high regard.”

Shawsheen students who placed at Districts will continue to refine their skills and prepare for the SkillsUSA State Competition.  
The state competition is held in Marlboro, and generally hosts 1500 students from over 65 public schools in the commonwealth.
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Ava Rega of Wilmington (left) and Leslie Cota of Billerica (right), stand with 
Superintendent Jackson after earning medals from a SkillsUSA contest.

Shawsheen students win two SkillsUSA contests

Earlier in the year, SkillsUSA sponsored a contest for a t-shirt design and pin design for the SkillsUSA national competition. 
Two Shawsheen students placed in the contest. Ava Rega, a sophomore in DVC from Wilmington, won the bronze medal in 
the national t-shirt contest and Leslie Cota, a junior from Billerica in the graphic communications program, earned the silver 
medal in the national pin contest.  Ava and Leslie were the first two medalists for Shawsheen for the 2021-2022 schoolyear, 
and were honored for their initiative and success.

About Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational School District

Established in 1965, Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical School District (SVRVTSD) is a student-centered 
public institution serving the five member towns of Billerica, Bedford, Burlington, Tewksbury, and Wilmington.  Shawsheen 
Valley Technical High School serves more than 1,300 students in grades 9-12 and is “Dedicated to Excellence in Education”, 
integrating academics with more than 20-vocational-technical career pathways.

Shawsheen is located in Billerica, MA on a sprawling 100-acre campus.  The school building features state-of-the-art facilities 
and athletic fields, twenty-four varsity sports, and dozens of extra-curricular clubs and activities.  All of Shawsheen’s faculty 
and staff are committed to the mission “to provide a positive learning experience in a safe educational environment that 
encourages all students to reach their full potential, emphasizes the value of a strong work ethic, and prepares them for adult 
life in a competitive world.” 

Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical School District also provides high-quality educational programming for 
youths and adults through Adult Education, Afterschool Exploratory Programs, Community Events, and Summer Camps and 
Enrichment Programs. Shawsheen is consistently working to increase its rich and varied programming opportunities for the 
community, which supports its mission that education is a lifelong, continuous process with many paths to living a successful 
and fulfilling life.
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Billerica Youth Advisory Committee runs voter 
registration drive

BILLERICA — The recently formed Billerica Youth Advisory Committee is getting going on its first major project: 
encouraging the town’s young adults to get involved in politics.

The committee is holding a voter registration drive, encouraging those who have recently turned 18 to register 
and anyone 16 and over to preregister, by designing posters with all the relevant information in one place.

“In a lot of cases, we’re talking to our peers who are turning 18 and we say, ‘Are you registered?’ and they say, ‘I 
have to register?’” said Sean Furbush, chair of the committee and a senior at Billerica Memorial High School.

Furbush said one of the founding ideas of the committee, which he created with fellow senior and committee 
Vice Chair Thomas Postell in the fall, was to get youth more involved in local government, and he felt this was the 
first step in that direction. He noted that voter turnout for local elections is almost always very low, and wants to 
help change that.

“This should be inverse. The town government has so much more influence,” Furbush said. “They control utilities, 
pay for schools and emergency services. That voter turnout should be way higher.”

The committee reached out to the graphic design students at Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical 
High School to design posters that include a QR code that links the user to information on how to register, where 
to register and what elections are coming up locally. The posters will be put up at both high schools as well as 
Innovation Academy in Tyngsboro and several local businesses.

The committee will also post items on its social media pages to get the information to as many people as possible.

“We really hope that it’s not only going to spread the message to youth where they’re at, but to the community as 
a whole,” Furbush said. “Hopefully some parents might see it and it’ll spark a conversation.”

Billerica Youth Advisory Committee runs voter registration drive - The Lowell Sun
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Off-Campus: Rooney revs up Franklin Pierce lax
Wilmington native scores three goals in FPU 18-3 win over Felician University

Sophomore midfielder Conor Rooney netted his first hat trick of the season, potting three goals as the Franklin 
Pierce men’s lacrosse team fleeced Felician University 18-3, Tuesday in their non-conference road trip in 
Rutherford, New Jersey.

With the win, the Falcons improved to 3-0 on the season.

A Wilmington native and Shawsheen Valley Tech graduate, Rooney kicked the offense into gear in the closing 
minutes of the first quarter, giving the Falcons a 3-0 lead. The 6-foot-3, 205-pound emergency medical services 
major struck twice more in the third quarter, rounding out his hat trick with 58 seconds remaining in the stanza, 
giving Franklin Pierce the commanding 11-1 cushion. Rooney now has five goals and two assists in his team’s 
first two games this season.

The Ravens return to home turf this Saturday, March 19 for their first NE10 Conference matchup of the season 
against Assumption, at 12 noon.

Rooney revs up Franklin Pierce lax - The Lowell Sun
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SPORTS  >  COLLEGE

Before tearing it up for the Franklin Pierce men’s lacrosse team, Wilmington native and Shawsheen Valley Tech grad 
Conor Rooney, left, shined on the football field, including this 2019 game against Stoneham in MIAA Northern Mass 
Division 6 semifinal. (SUN/Julia Malakie)















Shawsheen Valley Technical High School Announces 
Semester 1 Seniors of the Month
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Find out which eight seniors were chosen

SHAWSHEEN VALLEY TECHNICAL HIGH SCHOOL ANNOUNCES 
SEMESTER 1 SENIORS OF THE MONTH

BILLERICA – The “Senior of the Month” program at Shawsheen Valley Technical High School has resumed 
after being sidelined due to the pandemic. The initiative has been a tradition at Shawsheen for many years and has 
been a positive and rewarding program for seniors. The Senior of the Month program enables faculty a means to 
honor students during their senior year. From the monthly winners, one senior will be selected as the “Senior of 
the Year,” which includes a scholarship sponsored by The Billerica Lodge of Elks.

The Senior of the Month program selects one male and one female senior student every month based on a vari-
ety of criteria. Criteria includes evaluation of character, leadership, citizenship, service to school & community, 
scholastic achievement, and vocational competencies. Students are recognized for their accomplishments to their 
class as well as Shawsheen Tech, and are chosen with optimism that they will be outstanding alumni and mem-
bers to the community after graduation.

The seniors selected during the fall semester are listed below.

Shawsheen Valley Technical High School semester one seniors of the month. (Back L-R) Victor Lam, 
Kevin Stevens, John Zembeck, Connor Halko. (Front L-R) Kasey McFadden, Gabriela Ortiz, Lee 
Singer, Devin Sweeney. Photo Courtesy: Allison Cammarata
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KEVIN STEVENS is an electrical student from Wilmington and is the male senior of the month winner for 
October.  Kevin is in Honor Society and has competed on behalf of Shawsheen in SkillsUSA competitions.  He 
is on the soccer, swimming, and track teams.  Kevin is an orientation leader at Shawsheen, a youth group leader, 
and is an Eagle Scout candidate. Kevin participates in the cooperative education program and is placed at Comeau 
Electric. Upon graduation he plans to continue his education through post-secondary programming to become a 
master electrician.

KASEY McFADDEN is the female student of the month winner for October. She is a Tewksbury resident and studies 
Medical Assisting at Shawsheen. Kasey is in Honor Society and has held class office all four years; she is currently serving as 
Class President. Kasey has been a 4-year varsity athlete for lacrosse, volleyball and swimming, and she is actively involved 
in her community. Kasey qualified for Shawsheen’s cooperative education program and is placed at RIM Associates. She 
plans to attend college to pursue a career in nursing after graduation.

VICTOR LAM, a Burlington resident, is the male senior of the month for November.  He studies Office Technology and 
Marketing at Shawsheen and participates in the cooperative education program with placement at Tonneson & Company.  
Victor is in Honor Society and runs in both cross country and track.  He participates in many school activities and has worked 
for the Billerica Food Pantry.  After graduation, Victor plans to attend college to study Data Analytics.

GABRIELA ORTIZ is the female senior of the month for November. She is a resident of Tewksbury and is in Shawsheen’s 
Dental Assisting program. Gabriella is in Honor Society and has held class office for four years.  She is a tri-sport athlete 
that plays soccer, volleyball, and lacrosse, and is Shawsheen’s first National SkillsUSA medalist to place in Dental Assisting 
(2021). Gabriella works for The Perico Group as part of Shawsheen’s cooperative education program, and she plans to 
continue her education at a university to pursue Biology of Dental Hygiene.

JOHN ZEMBECK is a culinary student from Burlington, and he is the male senior of the month for December. He is in Honor 
Society and has been a competitor in SkillsUSA for three years.  John runs cross country, is on the swim team, and plays 
tennis. As a cooperative education qualifier, he continues his education bi-weekly at Benchmark Senior Living.  John plans 
to continue to work for Benchmark after he graduates and continue in the field of Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management.

LEE SINGER is a Burlington resident in the medical assisting program at Shawsheen; she is the female senior of the month 
winner for December.  Lee has held class office for four years, is in National Honor Society, and has volunteered for Relay 
for Life and Special Olympics. Lee is a tri-sport athlete who plays volleyball, swimming, and lacrosse.  She currently works 
for Countryside Vet Hospital as part of the cooperative education program, and after graduation, Lee will attend college to 
pursue nursing

CONNOR HALKO is a resident of Billerica and is in the graphics communications program at Shawsheen Tech; he is the 
male senior of the month for January.  Connor was instrumental in the graphic design work for the fall 2021 project “Fenway 
at Shawsheen,” and was featured on Channel 10 Boston for his work. Connor is a polite, hardworking student, and is a top 
achiever in his vocational program. Connor plans continue in a career as a graphic designer after graduation.

DEVIN SWEENEY is a medical assisting student at Shawsheen who resides in Burlington. Devin is the female senior of the 
month for January. She has held class office for four years, is in Honor Society, and has volunteered for the Lowell Homeless 
Shelter, Relay for Life, and Baystate Marathon. Devin has competed in SkillsUSA, and is on the cross country, lacrosse, 
and volleyball teams. She participates in the cooperative education program with placement at RIM Associates, and plans to 
attend college for Exercise Science/Physical Therapy after graduation.
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Shawsheen Tech Announces Semester 1 
Seniors Of The Month
Below is a press release from the Shawsheen Tech:

BILLERICA, MA — The “Senior of the Month” program at Shawsheen Valley Technical High School has resumed after being 
sidelined due to the pandemic. The initiative has been a tradition at Shawsheen for many years and has been a positive and 
rewarding program for seniors. The Senior of the Month program enables faculty a means to honor students during their 
senior year. From the monthly winners, one senior will be selected as the “Senior of the Year,” which includes a scholarship 
sponsored by The Billerica Lodge of Elks.

The Senior of the Month program selects one male and one female senior student every month based on a variety of criteria. 
Criteria includes evaluation of character, leadership, citizenship, service to school & community, scholastic achievement, and 
vocational competencies. Students are recognized for their accomplishments to their class as well as Shawsheen Tech, and are 
chosen with optimism that they will be outstanding alumni and members to the community after graduation.

The seniors selected during the fall semester are listed below.

KEVIN STEVENS is an electrical student from Wilmington and is the male senior of the month winner for October.  Kevin 
is in Honor Society and has competed on behalf of Shawsheen in SkillsUSA competitions.  He is on the soccer, swimming, 
and track teams.  Kevin is an orientation leader at Shawsheen, a youth group leader, and is an Eagle Scout candidate. Kevin 
participates in the cooperative education program and is placed at Comeau Electric. Upon graduation he plans to continue 
his education through post-secondary programming to become a master electrician.

KASEY McFADDEN is the female student of the month winner for October. She is a Tewksbury resident and studies Medical 
Assisting at Shawsheen. Kasey is in Honor Society and has held class office all four years; she is currently serving as Class 
President. Kasey has been a 4-year varsity athlete for lacrosse, volleyball and swimming, and she is actively involved in her 
community. Kasey qualified for Shawsheen’s cooperative education program and is placed at RIM Associates. She plans to 
attend college to pursue a career in nursing after graduation.

VICTOR LAM, a Burlington resident, is the male senior of the month for November.  He studies Office Technology and 
Marketing at Shawsheen and participates in the cooperative education program with placement at Tonneson & Company.  
Victor is in Honor Society and runs in both cross country and track.  He participates in many school activities and has worked 
for the Billerica Food Pantry.  After graduation, Victor plans to attend college to study Data Analytics.

GABRIELA ORTIZ is the female senior of the month for November. She is a resident of Tewksbury and is in Shawsheen’s 
Dental Assisting program. Gabriella is in Honor Society and has held class office for four years.  She is a tri-sport athlete that 
plays soccer, volleyball, and lacrosse, and is Shawsheen’s first National SkillsUSA medalist to place in Dental Assisting (2021). 
Gabriella works for The Perico Group as part of Shawsheen’s cooperative education program, and she plans to continue her 
education at a university to pursue Biology of Dental Hygiene.
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JOHN ZEMBECK is a culinary student from Burlington, and he is the male senior of the month for December. He is in Honor 
Society and has been a competitor in SkillsUSA for three years.  John runs cross country, is on the swim team, and plays 
tennis. As a cooperative education qualifier, he continues his education bi-weekly at Benchmark Senior Living.  John plans to 
continue to work for Benchmark after he graduates and continue in the field of Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management.

LEE SINGER is a Burlington resident in the medical assisting program at Shawsheen; she is the female senior of the month 
winner for December.  Lee has held class office for four years, is in National Honor Society, and has volunteered for Relay 
for Life and Special Olympics. Lee is a tri-sport athlete who plays volleyball, swimming, and lacrosse.  She currently works 
for Countryside Vet Hospital as part of the cooperative education program, and after graduation, Lee will attend college to 
pursue nursing

CONNOR HALKO is a resident of Billerica and is in the graphics communications program at Shawsheen Tech; he is the 
male senior of the month for January.  Connor was instrumental in the graphic design work for the fall 2021 project “Fenway 
at Shawsheen,” and was featured on Channel 10 Boston for his work. Connor is a polite, hardworking student, and is a top 
achiever in his vocational program. Connor plans continue in a career as a graphic designer after graduation.

DEVIN SWEENEY is a medical assisting student at Shawsheen who resides in Burlington. Devin is the female senior of the 
month for January. She has held class office for four years, is in Honor Society, and has volunteered for the Lowell Homeless 
Shelter, Relay for Life, and Baystate Marathon. Devin has competed in SkillsUSA, and is on the cross country, lacrosse, and 
volleyball teams. She participates in the cooperative education program with placement at RIM Associates, and plans to 
attend college for Exercise Science/Physical Therapy after graduation.

Shawsheen Valley Technical High School semester one seniors of the month. (Back 
L-R) Victor Lam, Kevin Stevens, John Zembeck, Connor Halko. (Front L-R) Kasey 
McFadden, Gabriela Ortiz, Lee Singer, Devin Sweeney. Photo Courtesy: Allison 
Cammarata
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Enjoy Corned Beef And Cabbage From 
Shawsheen Tech Culinary Students On 
March 15 & 16
Below is a press release from the Shawsheen Tech:

BILLERICA, MA — For the second time this month, the Culinary Arts and Hospitality Management students at Shawsheen 
Valley Technical High School are pushing out a creative menu in hopes of seeing new faces in their recently re-opened Rams 
Head Dining Room. On March 15 and 16, students will cook and serve a festive St. Patrick’s Day menu that can be enjoyed 
in-house or picked-up curbside; pre-orders and reservations are encouraged.

The menu will offer a $9 classic red corned beef brisket served with cabbage, red potato, carrots, and pearl onions with a 
mustard cream sauce. The dinner will include a choice of Irish potato soup with leek and caraway or salad with house-made 
dressing. Irish soda bread and a desert will complete the meal.

An alternative $9 dinner option for St. Patrick’s Day will be Irish lamb stew served with Irish soda bread and butter, with a 
choice of soup or salad, and a dessert.

Shawsheen Tech’s dining room has been closed for two years due to the pandemic, and the students in the Culinary Arts 
and Hospitality Management program are eager to serve customers in a live setting. The public are encouraged to visit the 
restaurant for an 11:30 am or 12:00 pm seat-time, or place an order for curbside pick-up.

To make a reservation or pre-order your meal, please call the Ram’s Head Dining Room at 978-671-3668 or visit www.
ShawsheenTech.org.

Enjoy Corned Beef And Cabbage From Shawsheen Tech Culinary Students On March 15 & 16 - Wilmington Apple
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Sophomore grateful for tournament experience: 
Milne scores big goal, eyes second round match-up

BILLERICA – Last season as a freshman, Liam Milne had helped the Shawsheen Tech Boys Hockey team to a very successful 
season, as the Rams won the Commonwealth Athletic Conference title in the COVID-19 shortened season. He and the Rams 
however, like every other team in the state, did not get to compete in the post season, as the state tournament was canceled 
due to the pandemic.

But this season was different, as the Rams opened post season play last Thursday night at the Hallenborg Pavilion against 
West/East Bridgewater in the first round of the Division 4 State Tournament, and the Wilmington native made the most of his 
opportunity scoring a big third period goal for the Rams to help lead them to a dramatic 5-4 overtime victory.

Milne was thrilled to take to the Hallenborg ice for a tournament game in front of a raucous crowed, and was even more 
thrilled to help his team to a victory with his first ever post season goal.

“Seeing all those fans was incredible. I was on varsity my freshman year, but the season got cut short, and we didn’t have any 
playoffs, so to have it this year and seeing all those fans was awesome,” Milne said. “And then to score in front of them was 
even better.”

Milne’s goal was a huge one at the time for the Rams, who had entered the third period trailing West/East Bridgewater 2-1. 
An early third period goal by Milne’s linemate Dylan Higson had drawn the Rams even at 2-2, but Shawsheen was looking for 
more. And that was exactly what Milne gave them.

Milne scores big goal, eyes second round match-up - Tewksbury Town Crier
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By MIKE IPPOLITO Sports Correspondent  |  Mar 12, 2022

Shawsheen Tech forward Liam Milne chases down a loose 
puck during last Thursday’s exciting overtime win over West/
East Bridgewater in the first round of the Division 4 state 
hockey tournament. (photo by JoeBrownphotos.com)
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After a faceoff win in the Shawsheen end by Higson, Milne pounced on the loose puck and raced up the left side of the ice, 
streaking past a Vikings defender who had tried to break up the play, and beating goalie Brayden Bates with a shot from the 
left faceoff circle that eluded the eighth grade netminder low to the glove side with 9:34 left in the game to give the Rams a 
3-2 lead. His goal occurred right in front of the Shawsheen student section and set off an eruption in the crowd, as well as on 
the ice with his teammates.

“I was shocked that the puck went in. I had to rub my eyes to make sure it actually went it, but when I saw all the fans going 
crazy, I knew that it had,” Milne said. “That was my first playoff goal, and there is nothing like that.”

Shawsheen coach Chuck Baker was glad to see Milne rewarded with a playoff goal, as once again this season, the sophomore 
has played a huge role in the Rams success.

“Liam is a hard working forward on and off the ice,” Baker said. “He brings hard work, physical play and a great shot. Liam is 
a great team guy, and we are excited to have him around for another two years.”

The Rams job wasn’t done after Milne’s goal, however, as West/East Bridgewater came back shortly thereafter to score a pair 
of goals in a nine second span to take the lead with 7:51 left in the game. Shawsheen didn’t panic however. Despite having a 
young roster filled with players lacking playoff experience, they held firm and then came back to win on a pair of goals by star 
sophomore Chase Darcey, the first coming with 1:47 left in regulation, and the second coming 1:07 into overtime.

“A lot of our top lines are freshman and sophomores and some juniors, so really a lot of us had no experience coming into it,” 
Milne said. “But it shows you what kind of heart we have there, battling back at the end.”

While the Rams don’t have a lot of experienced players on their team, Milne credited the few they do have, like senior captains 
Ryan Dusablon and Aydan Churchill, both of Wilmington, along with fellow senior captain Tom Sampson, among others, for 
helping the team stay focused despite the change in momentum.

“A lot of our players on the bench, especially our senior players, this could have been their last game, so seeing the heart that 
we had and just battling back to tie the game and eventually win it in overtime was just crazy,” Milne said. “We wanted to get 
it done for them.”

“I think we just have to stay positive, and look at it as just another game. We can’t look at the seedings,” Milne said. “I think 
Winthrop is number five, but we can’t look at that. We just have to approach them like any other team in another round. That’s 
just how we have to go into it.”

It only gets harder from here of course for the No. 12 seeded Rams, who moved on to face No. 5 Winthrop in the round of 16 
Wednesday night. Milne knew it would not be easy for the Rams to pull the upset on the road, but he also felt confident that 
his team would be well prepared to do just that.
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Shawsheen school committee votes for 
new superintendent

Two years after the first search for Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical superintendent resulted in the hiring of 
current Superintendent/Director Dr. Brad Jackson, School Committee members voted 8-2 to start the hiring process for the 
district’s newest leader.

The decision to hire Director of Career and Technical Education at Keefe Regional Technical School Anthony McIntosh came 
two years after Jackson was hired with the caveat his contract would be shorter than most as he headed towards retirement.

“We had two great candidates and I am looking forward to completing the process,” Jackson said.

Joy M. Hosford WickedLocal
Published 6:15 p.m. ET March 8, 2022

BILLERICA MINUTEMAN

Committee Chairperson Patricia W. Meuse of Tewksbury was one of the eight who voted in favor of McIntosh during the 
Thursday, March 3, meeting.

Contract negotiations will be held during the hiring subcommittee’s executive session on Monday, March 21, and the final 
announcement will be made the following day.

“I am looking forward to working with Tony McIntosh,” said Committee Treasurer Taryn Gillis of Billerica, who also voted 
for McIntosh. “I think he will contribute to the great culture we have at Shawsheen and help us continue to be the great school 
that we are.”

Shawsheen Valley Technical High School Superintendent-Director 
Brad Jackson Wicked Local File Photo
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She said of nine original applicants the pool was whittled down to two, McIntosh and Brad Morgan, superintendent for North 
Middlesex Regional School District.

“Both candidates were excellent,” Meuse said. “It was a very good process.”

She added her personal reason for choosing McIntosh, an Athol native, and resident, was, in part that he is a graduate of a 
vocational school, and has worked his way up from teaching, to administration.

“I am looking forward to working in a distinguished district like Shawsheen,” said McIntosh who will receive guidance from 
Jackson in the weeks prior to July 1, when he will officially take on the position.

Keefe Tech Vocational Director Tony McIntosh [Courtesy Photo]
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Shawsheen Tech To Reopen Rams Head Dining 
Room On March 9; Enjoy 3-Course Meals 
Prepared By Students
BILLERICA, MA — The Culinary Arts/Hospitality Management program at Shawsheen Valley Technical High School invites the 
public to its Grand Re-Opening luncheon on Wednesday March 9, 2022. Lunch will be offered in the student-run Rams Head Dining 
Room and will offer two seat times, 11:30 am and 12:00 pm. Guests will enjoy a 3-course meal consisting of a choice of soup or salad, 
an entrée, and a dessert, for $9.00.

To make a reservation, please call 978-671-3668; reservations are required. Students in the Culinary Arts/Hospitality Management 
program look forward to re-opening the dining room to the public, and expect to serve a full house.

“The dining room has been closed for two years because of COVID, and our students and staff are very excited to have it open again,” 
said lead teacher Joe Williams.

“The scope of instruction for students in this program is vast, as are the skills needed in industry,” added hospitality instructor Melissa 
Greene. “We teach students food preparation, food service management, dining room service, event planning, entrepreneurship and 
much more. The dining room helps pull many aspects of our curriculum together in real-time for our students.”

In addition to the dining room, Shawsheen has a student-run automotive shop, printing center, and salon open to the public. Guests 
are encouraged to visit the campus during the school day to utilize these services, as they provide authentic learning experiences for 
students.

For more information about the Rams Head Dining Room or any other student-run service at Shawsheen, please visit www.
ShawsheenTech.org.

About Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational School District

Established in 1965, Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical School District (SVRVTSD) is a student-centered public 
institution serving the five member towns of Billerica, Bedford, Burlington, Tewksbury, and Wilmington.  Shawsheen Valley 
Technical High School serves more than 1,300 students in grades 9-12 and is “Dedicated to Excellence in Education”, integrating 
academics with more than 20-vocational-technical career pathways.

Shawsheen is located in Billerica, MA on a sprawling 100-acre campus.  The school building features state-of-the-art facilities and 
athletic fields, twenty-four varsity sports, and dozens of extra-curricular clubs and activities.  All of Shawsheen’s faculty and staff are 
committed to the mission “to provide a positive learning experience in a safe educational environment that encourages all students 
to reach their full potential, emphasizes the value of a strong work ethic, and prepares them for adult life in a competitive world.”

Shawsheen Valley Regional Vocational Technical School District also provides high-quality educational programming for youths 
and adults through Adult Education, Afterschool Exploratory Programs, Community Events, and Summer Camps and Enrichment 
Programs. Shawsheen is consistently working to increase its rich and varied programming opportunities for the community, which 
supports its mission that education is a lifelong, continuous process with many paths to living a successful and fulfilling life.
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March 14, 2022 at 6:19 p.m.

Tony McIntosh selected as next Shawsheen Tech 
superintendent

BILLERICA — Tony McIntosh has been selected as the next superintendent-director of Shawsheen Valley Technical 
High School.

Contingent upon a successful contract negotiation, McIntosh will succeed current Superintendent-Director Brad 
Jackson, who plans to retire at the end of June. McIntosh received a vote of 8-2 at a meeting of the Shawsheen 
Tech School Committee Thursday night immediately following his interview with the committee.

“I’m not drawn to the superintendent-director role for (the) title. I don’t want to be a social media celebrity or star,” 
McIntosh said in his interview. “I’m a hardworking, dedicated vocational educator that wants to work with a strong 
team of education professionals with the focus on improving outcomes at a regional vocational school.”

McIntosh currently serves as the director of career and technical education at Keefe Regional Technical School 
in Framingham. He previously served as the construction academy supervisor at Greater Lawrence Technical 
Institute after teaching welding and metal fabrication at Franklin County Technical School in Turners Falls, his 
alma mater.

He said his experience in many different roles in the field of technical education made him the perfect candidate 
for the role.
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Tony McIntosh. Keefe Regional Technical School
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“I’ve taken on numerous stakeholders during my lifelong journey through technical education, being a student, 
being a teacher, being a union officer, being a parent, being a professional advocate, community member and also 
an administrator,” he said. “You’d be hard-pressed to find another candidate that brings the same combination of 
education and experience to this role that I do.”

McIntosh was selected over fellow finalist Brad Morgan, the current superintendent of North Middlesex Regional 
School District and former principal of Essex North Shore Agricultural and Technical High School.

Members of the School Committee praised both candidates on their credentials, with some saying they had gone 
back and forth on which finalist they would support. Some expressed concern over McIntosh’s admitted lack of 
experience in the financial side of running the district, including setting the annual operating budget.

“The financial piece concerns me. That’s a huge part of the school and I think you need a background in that,” said 
committee member Kent Moffatt, who voted against McIntosh’s appointment. “I think we need somebody now 
with superintendent experience.”

Vice Chair Ronald Fusco also voted against McIntosh’s appointment, but did not specify a reason.

Those who supported McIntosh said they could overlook his lack of experience, either because of the strength 
of other portions of his resume or because he had demonstrated a willingness to learn. He said in his interview 
that in addition to the 300 hours of mentoring he went through to receive his superintendent license, he has on 
multiple occasions sought out further education in order to improve his performance, including recently taking 
courses toward a certificate in school leadership and management at Harvard Business School.

“The two superintendents I have worked under that did the best job, one was a teacher before he walked in the 
door and the other was a special education director,” said Chair Patricia Meuse. “I don’t have a problem with his 
inexperience. He’s a learner. He constantly is going out and learning things.”

McIntosh said his top priorities in the first days of his role will be to familiarize himself and meet with the key 
members of the school community; to rework the school schedule to allow for more specialized instruction and 
help for special needs students, something that teachers have said is an issue at Shawsheen Tech; and to meet 
with the town managers, select boards and financial boards of the sending communities whose students attend 
the school.

He stressed as well that he did not see the position as a stepping stone to another, but instead intended to remain 
in the role for the remaining 10 to 15 years of his career.

“I want to be that person that people look at and say, ‘Here’s a positive role model,’” he said. “If you’re a vocational 
school student and you believe you may one day want to be in that role, here’s the guy that made it happen. Here’s 
the guy that did it.”












